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Important Reminders:
 Oct. 28 - Nov. 7
Parent-Teacher
Conferences
 Nov. 5 - No School Staff PD
 Nov. 8 - No School
 Nov. 14, 15, 16 UHS Musical - Annie
7:30 p.m. MS Gym
 Nov. 27 -29
Thanksgiving Break

 Dec. 11 - No School Staff PD
 Dec. 20 - Last Day
Before Winter Break

 Jan. 6 - Return from
Winter Break
 Jan. 15 - End of second
grading period
 Jan. 16 - No School Staff PD
 Jan. 17 - No School Records Day
 Jan. 20 - Holiday - No
School

We’re on the Web!
We’re on the Web!
www.northfork.k12.oh.us
www.northfork.k12.oh.us

From the Superintendent ~

312 Maple Avenue
P.O. Box 497
Utica, OH 43080
Phone: 740-892-3666
740-892-3666
Phone:
Fax:
740-892-2937
Fax:
740-892-2937
-

It is difficult to believe we have already completed the first quarter of the 2019-20 school
year. I would like to express my many thanks to all who have made the start of the year so
successful. As we continue into the second quarter, we are focusing on our mission to facilitate maximum learning for every student. The district could not achieve improvement
without the strong partnership we share with our students, staff, and community. I want to
thank each of you for doing your part to live our mission.
The district has had a busy and productive nine weeks. We continue to focus on our Four
Pillars of Success, which you can check out on our webpage. As we keep the school year
and the upcoming activities in mind, we want to continue to stress our desire to provide a
safe environment for all of our students. During the September professional development
day, our staff completed Active Shooter Training. Just as a reminder, we will be conducting safety drills in the next couple of weeks. Remember, safety is everyone’s concern. If
you see something or hear anything please let someone know.
This school year we are focusing on reading and math. We are two years into the My Math
Program and it is showing great improvement with our students’ achievement. This school
year we are working with the Lucy Calkins writing program and are anticipating student
achievement to show similar improvements. Staff have been looking at data to pinpoint
student strengths and weaknesses so that necessary adjustments in teaching and learning
can be made. With our changes, you will be able to see that the quality of education in our
district continues to move forward.
As fall starts to end the snow and ice of winter will be beginning. The quickest way to be
notified of school closings or emergencies is through the One Call alert system. We will
also have the information posted on our webpage and use the local television and radio
stations. If you have made a change in your address or phone numbers, please notify the
building secretaries so these can be updated in our systems. This helps the district to provide information to you quickly.
Thank you all for letting us be a part of the education of your children and all of the support you have shown us.

Scott Hartley, Superintendent
Transportation Update - Mr. Mike Maxwell
With winter weather right around the corner, in-town busing for elementary students
in Utica will begin Monday, December 2, 2019. We will update our website with further
details at a later date. (www.northfork.k12.oh.us)

Utica Middle School News - Mr. Shawn Wilhelm, Principal
It has been a very good and busy start to the school year at Utica Middle School. We have introduced the
students to ten new staff members. They include Mr. Wilhelm, the principal, school counselor Mrs. Bush,
math teacher Ms. Rexrode, science teacher Mrs. Watson, social studies teacher Mr. Sapp, Spanish teacher
Ms. Kaskey, intervention specialists Mrs. Alexander and Mr. Kendall, and last but not least our aides Ms.
Revercomb and Mrs. Wray. The middle school has also seen the inclusion of some high school teachers to
teach a few classes including Mr. Spung (math), Ms. McKnight (science), Mr. Rowley (social studies), and
Mrs. Campos (health).
In October, we introduced Students of the Month for the first time. These students are individuals that best
exemplify what being a good all-around student is at UMS. For October, the students of the month were
Stella Bowman (6th grade), Montana Burnett (6th grade), Sarah Canterbury (7th grade), Gavin Tussey
(7th grade), Carlee Renner (8th grade), and Tyson McElroy (8th grade). These students were presented a
certificate and given a chance to eat lunch with Mr. Wilhelm and a friend in the conference room in the office.
The week of October 21 involved “See Something Say Something” week to promote our anti-bullying campaign. Students had themes each day to help speak out against bullying. At the end of the week, the students signed a pledge to not be a bully. The Redskin Rumble will be new and improved beginning in November and will become an all-day event honoring the great behavior at UMS. The first Redskin Rumble will
include all students; but beginning with the next Redskin Rumble after the completion of the second grading
period, students will have to earn the right to participate in this great event.
The success at UMS is building in our extra-curricular activities. There was the first choir show that debuted
this year’s middle and high school choirs. The middle school choir had a great performance of four songs.
They then concluded the evening with the high school choirs singing “Africa” with an awesome creation of
rain noise with their hands. “Annie” will be coming to Utica in November and will involve many of our
middle school actors and actresses. They have been working hard preparing their lines and the building of
the set. The play will be November 14, 15, and 16. In sports, the cross country team saw team success on
the boys’ side with a 3rd place finish at the Newcomerstown Invitational and a 1st place finish at the Zane
Trace Invitational. Individually, Stephen Epps lead the way with a 2 nd place finish at the Licking County
League meet and 5th place finish at the OHSAA Jr. High State Invitational. Austin Kennedy was 11 th place at
the LCL meet to also earn league honors with Stephen. The 8th grade volleyball team wrapped a successful
season by finishing 2nd place in the LCL post-season tournament.

Parent-Teacher conferences will be November 4th and November 7th from 3:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. each
evening. Parents can call the Middle School office to request a conference.

It is truly a great time to be at Utica Middle School!
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On November 14, 15, and 16 the Utica High School Drama Club will present
the musical Annie. The show will feature over fifty students from grades 5 12. Performances start at 7:30 each night. Tickets are $7 for adults and $5 for
students and senior citizens. Reservations can be made by calling 740-5079347 starting November 7th.
Based on the popular comic strip by Harold Gray, Annie has become a worldwide phenomenon and was the winner of seven Tony Awards, including Best
Musical. The beloved book and score features some of the greatest musical theatre hits ever written, including "Tomorrow."
With equal measures of pluck and positivity, little orphan Annie charms everyone's hearts despite a next-to-nothing start in 1930s New York City. She is determined to find the parents who abandoned her years ago on the doorstep of a New
York City Orphanage that is run by the cruel, embittered Miss Hannigan. With
the help of the other girls in the Orphanage, Annie escapes to the wondrous
world of NYC. In adventure after fun-filled adventure, Annie foils Miss Hannigan's evil machinations and even befriends President Franklin Delano Roosevelt!
She finds a new home and family in billionaire, Oliver Warbucks, his personal
secretary, Grace Farrell, and a lovable mutt named Sandy.
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NEWTON and UTICA ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Mrs. Katheryn Robinson, Elementary Guidance Counselor
Contact Information: krobinson@northfork.k12.oh.us
Utica Elementary: (740) 892-2551, ex. 4232
Newton Elementary: (740) 745-5982, ex. 5235

Leader in Me

Our district-wide initiative Leader-in-Me training and execution continues at both Newton and Utica Elementary
schools as we collaborated this past week to discuss what we have already accomplished, what we are presently
doing, and what we plan to do in the future. We have already implemented weekly Leader-in-Me class discussions and activities; use of the common language, as well as, the many visual reminders that are beginning to
appear throughout the buildings. The focus of our most recent training was on creating a leadership culture
with regards to the environment (physical surroundings, language that is heard, and the how each person feels),
shared leadership (both staff and students share in leadership), and leadership events (assemblies, class meetings, family nights, concerts, etc.). Also discussed was Launching Leadership, which focused on the instruction
and teaching the 7 Habits with integrated approaches and modeling. We look forward to our future as a Leaderin-Me district.
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Once again we will be using the One Call Now messaging system for parent notification of school delays, cancellations and
other information. From the North Fork homepage just follow the link under the parents tab to update your information.

CLOSE?? DELAY?? What should we do?
When bad weather affects the area, we make the decision to open/close schools, or modify the school day schedule based
upon a careful analysis of all relevant factors. Some of these factors are:



Information on road conditions from transportation staff and local law enforcement. Careful consideration is given
to the most dangerous roads in the district; they can be treacherous, even if your street looks clear.







Amount of accumulated snow and/or ice
Is precipitation expected to continue throughout the day?
Temperature and wind chill
Building conditions such as whether there is electricity and heat
What other districts are doing

On Oct. 22nd twenty-two UMS and UHS students travelled to the Ohio Theatre in Columbus to see
the Broadway production of the musical “Mean Girls.” For most of the students, this was their first
chance to see a professional Broadway show. Plans are in the works to go see the musical “Wicked”
in April, which tells the origin story of the Wicked Witch of the West from “The Wizard of Oz.”
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Congratulations Utica Volleyball Team!
LCL Cardinal Division Co-Champions
District Runner-Up

Utica and Newton
Elementary third
grade students would
like to thank Morgan
Grange for their
dictionaries!
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News from Newton Elementary ~ Ms. Michele Gorius, Principal
The 2019-20 school year is off to a great start! Newton’s enrollment this year is
356 students.
Professional Days
th
 Teachers had a professional day on August 16 to learn about the Lucy Calkins writing program. They will be working on implementation of the program all year.
th
 The entire district met on September 18 for safety training. Thank you to
LC Sherriff’s Office for conducting the training.
 The topic for October’s professional development was Leader in Me. Both
elementary buildings came together to work with our coach, Jenn Russell.
October
 We participated in the Utica Homecoming. Our float was awarded “Best
float to Follow the Theme.” On Thursday, the high school band, cheerleaders, and football players came to Newton for a mini pep rally.
rd
 Representatives from Morgan Grange gave our 3 graders dictionaries.
This is their 17th year with this project. (See page 6 for a photo.)
th
 Pink was the color on October 17 . Students and staff were encouraged to
wear pink for Breast Cancer Awareness.
 Thursday, October 24, was the end of the first quarter.
Looking Ahead
 November 1 is picture retakes.
th
th
 Parent teacher conference are November 4 and 6
th
 November 15 will be our Veteran’s Day Assembly and Award’s Assembly
for grades 3, 4 & 5.

As always, if you have questions or concerns please contact me.
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News from Newton Elementary (continued)

Showing
Our

SCHOOL
SPIRIT!

GO REDSKINS!

Supporting
Breast
Cancer
Awareness
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Welcome to the Utica Elementary Family
We are proud to introduce our new staff members for the 2019-2020 school year:
Amanda Fitz- Fourth Grade ELA
Chris Trost- Fifth Grade Science/SS
Chandra Gardner- Kindergarten
Abbie Taylor- LCESC Intervention Specialist
After teaching 7th grade science at Utica Middle School for the past five years, Mr. Trost has made the
switch to join Utica Elementary in his 10th year of teaching. Mr. Trost is really enjoying this new position
and he is excited about guiding his class of 5th graders through a successful school year. When he is not
teaching 5th graders, Mr. Trost enjoys writing poetry, creating artwork, riding horses, and spending time
with his wife Jen, and their two daughters, Ruby and Clara. Please help us welcome Mr. Trost to the Utica
Elementary family.
Miss Fitz is our new 4th grade language arts teacher at Utica Elementary. She graduated from Philo High
School, which is about an hour southeast of Utica. She is really enjoying familiarizing herself with our Utica
Elementary staff, students and our community members. This is Amanda’s first teaching assignment. Miss
Fitz has a passion for teaching language arts, inspired by her love of reading, writing, and working with
children every day.
Mrs. Gardner is new to our staff, but not a new face in the building. She spent the 2018-19 school year as
the preschool teacher in the Flying Colors unit housed at Utica Elementary. Chandra graduated from Ohio
University with a Bachelor's Degree in Early Childhood Education. She received her Master's Degree in
Curriculum and Instruction in Early Childhood Education from Concordia University. After receiving her
Master's Degree, she decided to return to college to gain certification as an Early Childhood Intervention
Specialist. Mrs. Gardner has been teaching for 9 years. She went into teaching so that she could help children be able to reach their fullest potential and to develop a love of learning. Her favorite thing about
teaching is building relationships with her students as well as their families and seeing all the growth the
students make in their time together. Chandra enjoys building a love of learning at a young age in her students so that they want to come to school and that they are eager to learn more!
Mrs. Taylor joins our staff via the Licking County Educational Service Center. Abbie, a Utica resident, is
a wife and mother of three beautiful boys. She is excited to begin working with the staff at Utica Elementary and blessed to be in the same building as her children. After graduating from Licking Heights, Abbie
attended the University of Akron and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Dance in 2006. Recently, she went back to school to complete her Master of Arts in Teaching at Muskingum University, graduating in December of 2018. She began her teaching career in the Lakewood School District at Hebron
elementary.
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We Love our Guests!
We have had the pleasure of hosting several guests thus far this year. Thank you for taking time out of your
schedule to interact with our students!
October 8th was FIRE SAFETY DAY

October 9th Jesse Lemay from Granville Pediatric Dentistry
visited our k-2 students to discuss dental health.

October 15th
Mr. and Mrs. Hiltner and
JoAnn Walton from Morgan
Grange distributed
dictionaries to our third grade
students.
(More photos on page 6.)
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Costume Parade
Rain might have altered our plans, but it didn’t dampen the creative spirit that was on display as Utica Elementary students and teachers participated in our annual costume parade. Instead of walking through Oak Hill Manor due to the weather conditions outside, our preschool, kindergarten, first, and second grade students proudly
marched the halls of Utica Elementary dressed in a wide array of marvelous costumes.

Page 14

NEWSLETTER

Volume 7, Issue 2

Page 15

Page 16

NEWSLETTER

